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• Established a standing initial licensure committee with clinical partner 

and stakeholder membership. 
• Licensure committee membership includes education and content 

faculty, university leadership, school leaders and teachers, candidates, 
and program alumni. 

• Licensure committee activities include: Review of outcomes data, 
discussion of recommended program improvements, approval of 
curriculum and policies, approval of candidates for licensure, evaluation 
of program plans, and school partner feedback for program revision and 
improvement.  

Models and Characteristics of  
Clinical Partnerships 



Working with Cooperatives and Partnerships 
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Six counties (school districts) in the Clinch-
Powell Educational Cooperative 

 



 
• Annual program and clinical experience update with school district 

leaders 
• Active membership on the Clinch-Powell Educational Cooperative 

Board 
• Clinch-Powell Educational Cooperative executive director as EPP 

partner 
• Addition of a seventh partner: Marion County School District, Tennessee 
 

Working with Cooperatives and Partnerships 



Development of a Mission Statement for the Clinch-Powell 
Advisory Council.  

Mission Statement: 
The mission of the Clinch-Powell Educational Advisory Council is 
to share best practices and recommend areas of improvement to 
enhance teacher performance and advance student learning. 
1. The Council will represent and communicate the common and 

special curriculum, assessment and professional development 
needs of the represented districts. 

2. The Council will recommend solicitation of funding via grants, 
contracts, and support services (e.g., CORE) 

3. The Council members will be selected by the Director of 
Schools from each respective county.  The Council will be an ad 
hoc group authorized and approved by the CPEC Board of 
Directors. 

 

Working with Cooperatives and Partnerships 



 
• Establishment of the Clinch-Powell Educational Cooperative Advisory 

Council 
• Authorized and supported by the CPEC Board 
• Selection of representative school leaders from CPEC school districts 
• Appointment of council leadership and creation of the EPP role 
• Council foci: review of assessment data, faculty appointment, 

professional development needs and opportunities, common calendar 
review, funding opportunities, and state programs and services. 

• Addition of a regional Department of Education representative 

Working with Cooperatives and Partnerships 



 
 

• Professional development programs hosted by the EPP for 
Pre-service Teachers,  clinical partners, and regional school 
districts 

• Program and financial support for collaborative professional 
development from Battelle for Kids! 

• Programming for clinical partners and pre-service teachers 
• Funding for district-level leaders from the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation 

Working with School Cooperatives and Partnerships 



Professional Development Opportunities for the 
Carter Moyers School of Education 



Launch of the professional development web portal 
for candidates, school leaders and teachers 

http://portal.battelleforkids.org/tn/lmu/home 

http://portal.battelleforkids.org/tn/lmu/home
http://portal.battelleforkids.org/tn/lmu/home


Launch of the EPP website with professional 
development resources 

http://www.LMUnet.edu/education 

http://www.lmunet.edu/education/
http://www.lmunet.edu/education


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Establishment of an EPP advisory council with a focus on program 
evaluation and improvement 

Members include: state representatives, clinical partner 
representatives, school district leaders, Tennessee Education 

Association and representative community leaders. 
 

Working with Partnerships and Collaboratives 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Expanding support and educator preparation and professional 

development services to regional clinical partners: North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia 

 

Working with Partnerships and Partnerships 

Meeting with Dr. John Barge 
Georgia Superintendent of Schools 

Meeting with Dr. June St. Clair 
North Carolina Superintendent of  

Public Instruction 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meetings with education staff members for  
United States Senators, the Honorable Bob Corker (TN)  

and the Honorable Lamar Alexander (TN) 

Working with Partnerships and Collaboratives 

Senator Bob Corker’s 
Education Liaison 

Senator Lamar Alexander’s 
Education Liaison 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Clinch-Powell Educational Cooperative teachers and clinical 

partners attend EPP-hosted teacher in-service 

Working with Partnerships and Collaboratives 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor Haslam (TN) participates in EPP-hosted meeting with university faculty, 
candidates, and clinical partners 

 

Working with Partnerships and Collaboratives 



 

All teacher preparation programs and districts have to start 
thinking about teacher preparation as a responsibility they share, 
working together. Only when preparation programs become deeply 
engaged with schools will their clinical preparation become truly 
robust and will they be able to support the development of 
candidates’ urgently needed skills and learn what schools really 
need. Conversely, only through much closer cooperation with 
preparation programs will districts be able to hire new teachers 
who are better prepared to be effective in their schools. Through 
partnerships, preparation programs will be able to integrate course 
work, theory and pedagogy with practitioner knowledge. 
  
 

Innovative school partnerships and collaborations are based on the 
theoretical premise presented in the National Council for the Accreditation 
of Teacher Education Report, Transforming Teacher Education Through 
Clinical Practice: A National Strategy to Prepare Effective Teachers 

Zeichner, K. (2010). “Rethinking the Connections Between Campus 
Course sand Field Experiences in College-and University-Based 
Teacher Education, ”Journal of Teacher Education 61, 89.  
 



 
 
 

• What partnership or collaborative ideas and examples have 
your EPP established or experienced? 

• How would you evaluate the clinical partnerships 
partnership structures, and opportunities for your EPP? 

• How are partnership and collaboration methodologies 
impacted by your EPP or regional cultural environments 
and contexts? 

Information Sharing 



 
Questions? 
Thank You! 

 
J. Michael Clyburn, michael.clyburn@lmunet.edu 
Teresa A. Bicknell, teresa.bicknell@lmunet.edu 
 

 

Preparing Effective, Classroom-Ready Teachers 
through Innovative School Collaboration and 
Partnerships 
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